March 17, 2005

for the period of fiscal years 2006 through
2010.

Such revised allocations, function levels
and aggregates shall be considered as alloca-
tions, function levels, and aggregates con-
tained in the most recently agreed to con-
current resolution on the budget.

SA 264. Mr. FRIST proposed an
amendmend to the resolution S. Res.
43, designating the first day of April
2005 as ‘‘National Asbestos Awareness
Day’’; as follows:

Strike the preamble and insert the fol-
lowing:

Whereas dangerous asbestos fibers are in-
visible and cannot be smelled or tasted;

Whereas the inhalation of airborne asbes-
tos fibers can cause significant damage;

Whereas these fibers can cause mesothe-
lioma, asbestosis and other health problems;

Whereas asbestos-related diseases can take
10 to 50 years to present themselves;

Whereas the expected survival time for
those diagnosed with mesothelioma is be-
tween 6 and 24 months;

Whereas generally little is known about
late stage treatment and there is no cure for
asbestos-related diseases;

Whereas early detection of asbestos-re-
lated diseases may give some patients in-
creased treatment options and might im-
prove their prognosis;

Whereas the United States has substan-
tially reduced its consumption of asbestos
yet continues to consume almost 7,000 met-
ric tons of the fibrous mineral for use in cer-
tain products throughout the Nation;

Whereas asbestos-related diseases have
killed thousands of people in the United
States;

Whereas asbestos exposures continue and
safety and prevention will reduce and has re-
duced significantly asbestos exposure and as-
bestos-related diseases;

Whereas asbestos has been a cause of occu-
pational cancer;

Whereas thousands of workers in the
United States face significant asbestos expo-
sure;

Whereas thousands of Americans die from
asbestos related diseases every year;

Whereas a significant percentage of all as-
bestos-related disease victims were exposed
to asbestos on naval ships and in shipyards;

Whereas asbestos was used in the construc-
tion of a significant number of office build-
ings and public facilities built before 1975;
and

Whereas the establishment of a ‘‘National
Asbestos Awareness Day’’ would raise public
awareness about the prevalence of asbestos-
related diseases and the dangers of asbestos
exposure: Now, therefore, be it

————

NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that a hearing has been scheduled be-
fore the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources.

The hearing will take place on
Wednesday, April 6, at 10 a.m. in 366
Dirksen Senate Office Building in
Washington, DC.

The purpose of this hearing is to con-
sider the nomination of David Garman
to be Under Secretary of Energy.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE

For further information, please con-
tact Judy Pensabene of the Committee
staff at (202) 224-1327.

———
AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET
COMMITEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-

mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on March 17, 2005, at 9:30 a.m.,
in open and closed session to receive
testimony on current and future world-
wide threats to the national security of
the United States.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN

AFFAIRS

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and

Urban Affairs be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Thursday, March 17, 2005, at 11 a.m. to
mark up an original bill entitled the
Federal Public Transportation Act of
2005.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet in open Executive Session during
the session on Thursday, March 17,
2005, at 2:30 p.m., to consider favorably
reporting the nomination of Daniel R.
Levinson, to be Inspector General, De-
partment of Health and Human Serv-
ices, Washington, DC.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to hold a
hearing during the session of the Sen-
ate on Thursday, March 17, 2005 at 9:30
a.m. in SD-430.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet to conduct a markup on Thurs-
day, March 17, 2005 at 9:30 a.m. in Sen-
ate Dirksen Office Building Room 226.

Agenda:

I. Nominations: William G. Myers,
III, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the
Ninth Circuit; Terrence W. Boyle, II, to
be U.S. Circuit Judge for the Fourth
Circuit; Robert J. Conrad, Jr., to be
U.S. District Judge for the Western
District of North Carolina; James C.
Dever, III, to be U.S. District Judge for
the BEastern District of North Carolina;
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Thomas B. Griffith, to be U.S. Circuit
Judge for the District of Columbia Cir-
cuit; Paul A. Crotty, to be U.S. District
Judge for the Southern District of New
York; J. Michael Seabright, to be U.S.
District Judge for the District of Ha-
waii.

II. Bills: Asbestos—S. 378, Reducing
Crime and Terrorism at America’s Sea-
ports Act of 2005, Biden, Specter, Fein-
stein, Kyl; S. 188, State Criminal Alien
Assistance Program Reauthorization
Act of 2005, Feinstein, Kyl, Schumer,
Cornyn, Durbin, Specter; S. 119, Unac-
companied Alien Child Protection Act
of 2005, Feinstein, Schumer, Durbin,
DeWine, Feingold, Kennedy, Brown-
back, Specter; S. 589, a bill to establish
the Commission on Freedom of Infor-
mation Act Processing Delays, Cornyn,
Leahy.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, March 17, 2005, for
a committee hearing titled ‘‘Back from
the Battlefield: Are We Providing the
Proper Care for America’s Wounded
Warriors?”’

The hearing will take place in Room
418 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing at 10 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FISHERIES AND COAST GUARD

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Fisheries and Coast
Guard be authorized to meet on Thurs-
day, March 17, 2005, at 10 a.m. on Coast
Guard Operational Readiness/Mission
Balance/F'Y 2006 Budget Request in SR~
253.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON SEAPOWER

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Sub-
committee on Seapower be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on March 17, 2005, at 3 p.m., in open
session to receive testimony on the
posture of the TU.S. Transportation
Command in review of the Defense Au-
thorization Request for fiscal year 2006.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Mindy Lanie,
a sign language interpreter from con-
gressional support services, be granted
the privileges of the floor during con-
sideration of the budget resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Kathleen
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